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  Enthusiasm
I will do things with eagerness and joy.  

  Integrity
I will follow the rules, even when no one else is watching.   

   Perseverance
I will try one more time...forever.

  Respect
I will listen to others.  I will share and take turns.  I will be courteous.

    
  Responsibility 

I will do what I promised.  I will make no excuses.  

  Service
I will look for ways to help others...before they ask.  

  Teamwork
I will put we before me.    

 Our Character Values

InnerCity Tennis Mission 
ICT uses the fun of tennis and other sports to help young people build character, 

competence and commitment for personal and community improvement.



Come On, Let’s Go!

“When children participate in physical activity for at least 
60 minutes daily, multiple health benefits accrue.” 

-Center for Disease Control Report, April 2010

Despite economic concerns for 2009 and prudent 
budget reductions, our key programs continued 
to improve and showed marvelous growth. 

Our Saturday Winter Program had its highest 
enrollment ever - 1,488 kids!  This phenomenal 
number is the story of the year.  In 2009, our 
maximum capacity was surpassed every week at 
Level I, with Levels II, III, & IV close behind.  In 
all, we saw nearly a 35% increase in attendance 
from the previous year. Thanks to the skills 
and dedication of our staff and volunteers the 
program continues to earn positive feedback 
from parents as we strive to attain our goals. 
Our growth gives us the wonderful opportunity 
to expand our program and meet the needs for 
additional volunteer and financial resources 
required to maintain an ideal coach to kid ratio.
 
Our Northside Initiative, begun in 2007, 
continues to grow each year and has shown 
positive impact on kids with the most need 
in North Minneapolis. Northside Director 
Jose Williamson realized a 70% increase in 
enrollments at Folwell, Webber and North 
Commons Parks. Collaborations with local youth 
service providers introduced more kids than ever 
to our Kidspeed program.  And, 8 north side 
youth received training and paid employment 
as Youth Coaches, giving back as positive role-
models in their neighborhoods. 

The budget decisions we made going into 2009 
were difficult, but prudent. 
With careful planning 
and a marvelous and 
energetic staff and
volunteers, we are 
happy to say that 
we were able to 
meet our goals, 
show significant 
growth in both 
our Saturday and 
Northside Initiative 
Programs, and deliver 
high quality programs.

You have probably read 
about the increasing levels 
of child obesity and diabetes 
that are occurring with 
children. Our programs at 
InnerCity Tennis are the types 
of programming we need for our 
children and youth today.

Your continued support - both on and off the 
court - is needed to continue to fund our growth 
and meet the needs of the children and youth of 
Minneapolis. Thank you for all that you do to 
sustain this wonderful program for KIDS!

Bob Oberrender 
Board Chair

savvy Spending
Quality improves, growth occurs in areas that count.

Dear Friends and supporters
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It all started with Kidspeed. The simple yet 
revolutionary idea that kids learn better 
when they are on the move. 

  •	 No long explanations.
  •	 Let kids play.
  •	 Give constant feedback.

After 12 years of this philosophy, our 
Saturday Winter Program has grown from a 
handful of kids to its current state - full 
to capacity.  

Kidspeed’s primary audience is preschoolers 
and early elementary kids. Kids gain both 
physical skills (agility, balance, hand-eye 

coordination) and life 
skills (teamwork, 

taking turns, cleaning up together). Skill 
development stations build confidence 
through meaningful achievement - helping 
kids prepare for a future in any sport. 

Beginning in September 2010, the Saturday 
Program will expand its hours and courts. 
This will allow Level I up to 22 stations 
instead of the current 10 and Level IV will 
expand to all 11 courts instead of its current 
limit of 5. 

We know this will stretch us to the 
limit, but we are working on corporate 
collaborations to attract new volunteers 
to accommodate a larger number of kids. 
After all, this program is designed to be fun 
for kids AND volunteers too!

Saturday Explosion
Our best program just keeps on growing and 
growing...we have to expand it.

a commitment to continuing innovation

Saturday Program Growth

In the 2009-10 season, we saw kids’ attendance increase 
by nearly 35% from the previous year. We will expand the 
program for the 2010-11 season.
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“Thank you for offering this free activity for 
kids on Saturdays. I have never witnessed 
such a fun, low stress opportunity for 
kids to learn basic skills and improve 

coordination. Thank you for giving 
opportunity to us who might otherwise not 

have the financial means of providing such a 
warm learning environment for our kids.”

-Parent from the Saturday Program



helping where the need is greatest

iCT Annual Report 2009	  [7]

Eight north side neighborhood youth spent 
their summer working with children at 
Folwell, Webber & North Commons Parks 
in North Minneapolis. 

Employing youth coaches in our programs, 
“holistically benefits the community, 
providing gainful employment in a distressed 
economy,” remarks Northside Initiative 
Director Jose Williamson.  “There is a definite 
need for more programming in the north side 
neighborhoods we serve and with it more 
employment opportunities for youth.”  

The north side program 
attracted 182 
children ages, 
6-11, who 
participated 
in Kidspeed 
stations and 
beginning 
tennis 
programming  
five days per 
week in June 
and July. 

Northside Initiative IMPACT
Program provides learning and employment 
opportunities for neighborhood youth. 

Growth on the Northside

These kids and coach are pictured at Folwell Park in North 
Minneapolis, one of the 3 parks targeted in our Northside Initiative.  

We saw a 70% increase in registrations on the Northside. 



We’re always moving at                     	                                 



Operating to 12-31-09	 2009	 2008

Income (Support and Revenue) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 	$	 548,065	 $		 782,554

Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  	 $	 532,880	 $		 597,491

Income Less Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	 $	 15,185	 $		 185,063

Consolidated Balance Sheet

Current Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             	 $	 354,524	 $		 361,149

Property and Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    	 $	 644,108	 $		 679,723

Other Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              	 $	 467,565	 $		 471,423

Total Assets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               	 $	1,466,197	 $		1,512,295

Current Liabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	 $	 112,350	 $		 158,877

Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	 $	1,353,847	 $		1,353,418

Total Assets and Liabilities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  	 $	1,466,197	 $		1,512,295

Cash Statement

Cash at Beginning of Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   	 $	  316,853	 $	 	305,975

Cash at End of Year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        	 $	 310,449	 $		 316,853

2009 financials

ExpensesSupport & Revenue

Event Income 34%

Program 70%

Fundraising 19%

Management 11%

Program Fees 7%

Foundation & 
Corporation 22%

Reed-Sweatt Family 
Tennis Center 19%

Individual Donations 18%

measuring a different kind of success

Our metrics have been consistently positive 
over the past few years. 

Kids are making significant gains in our 
core character areas. We certainly see these 
gains from the positive survey results we 
have received from parents and teachers. 
But we also feel this progress as we 
observe kids on a week to week basis. 

We know we are on the right track, but we 
would like to know more. 

Work has already started with ACET Inc., 
an independent research firm specializing in 
the evaluation of education, public health, 
and community-based programs. 

Our goal is to develop new ways of 
measuring our kids’ development of our 
Learnings for Leadership Curriculum. Case 
studies, surveys and focus groups are a few 
of the new tools that will become part of 
our program analysis, starting with our 
Saturday Winter Program.

A Consistent Story
ACET Inc. will lead an intensive effort to 
further measure our kids’ development progress.

Kids’ Progress Summary
(2009-2010 Programs)
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collaborative partners and financial supporters

InnerCity Tennis would like 
to recognize the volunteer 
CMTs who generously give 
their time and energy and 
make Kidspeed happen 
each year. 

A special thanks to the 
individuals who made the 
5th Annual Benefit for 
Kidspeed a success.

Collaborative 
Partners
Brooklyn Center Public 

Schools
Bryn Mawr School
Emerson / Jefferson 

School
Girl Scouts of MN & WI 

River Valleys
Golden Eagle American 

Indian Center
Head Start (McKnight & 

Fraser)
Learning for Leadership 

Charter School
Lynda Enright, MS, RD, 

LD, Be Well Nutrition 
Consulting

Minneapolis Parks and 
Recreation

The University of 
Minnesota Men’s & 
Women’s Tennis

Senior Tennis Players Club 
of Minnesota

Urban Ventures (Colin 
Powell Center) 

W.I.S.E. Charter School 
YM/YWCA

Corporate & 
Foundation
Aetna Foundation
The Ankeny Foundation
The Bentson Foundation
Best Buy Corporation
Briggs & Morgan PA
Brooklyn Ctr IDS 286
Catholic Community 

Foundation
C. Chas Jackson 

Foundation
Carlson
The Curtis L. Carlson 

Family Foundation
Cub Cares FDN Committee
Culligan
Deloitte LLP
The Dorsey & Whitney Fdn
Frito-Lay
The Gage Family 

Foundation
Gage Group
General Mills Foundation
Hayden-Murphy 

Equipment

The Victoria Velie Henry 
Foundation

IMG Bollettieri Tennis 
Academy

Kopp Family Foundation
Life Time Fitness 

Foundation
Richard & Jaci Lindstrom 

Foundation
Longview Foundation
Macy’s 
Medica
MA Mortenson
The McKnight Foundation
The Nash Foundation
PepsiCo
Pfizer Foundation
The Carl & Eloise Polhad 

Family Fdn
Prudential Foundation
Rice Realty
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & 

Ciresi Fdn
Sr Tennis Players Club Inc.
Sit Investment Assoc.
Smikis Foundation
SuperVALU
James R. Thorpe Fdn
Twin Cities Rainbow 

Sports
UnitedHealth Group
US Internet
US Prof Tennis Assoc. Inc.
USTA Northern Section
Wells Fargo Foundation
The Whitney Foundation
WISE Planning
The WMN Foundation

Individual 
Donors
Anonymous (6)
Kent & Amanda Adams
William Adams
Stewart & Darlene Agerter
Barbara Amram
Joyce Anderson
Maurice Anderson
Margaret “Marnie” Ankeny
Ann Appleman
John Atwater & Diana 

Nelson
Davi Axelson
Jo & Juli Baecker
Ann & Charles Bailey
Franny Barry
Joan Barry
Elizabeth Barten
Bernard Barton
Jo Ellen Batty-George
Ronald & Gay Lynn Baukol
Bradley Bauman
Steven Beall
Charlotte Beattie
Jo Beld
Thomas & Marian Belle
Marilyn Berg
Tom Bergstrom 

Mark Berno
Blake Berquist
Dale & Jean Berry
Robert Beverage
Catherine & Willard 

Bishop, Jr
Lauria & Bud Bjornaraa
Robert Blair
Jane Blanco
Amy Bode
Fred Boos 
Carl Borgfelt
Kevin & Ev Bork
Curtis Botko
Mary Louise & Parry 

Bowen
Paul & Claudia Bradfield
Tom & Janine Braman
Carol Brant 
Laurence & Ann Brown
Richard Brownlee
John & Debra Bryant
Eberhard & Erne Bulach
Lois Bunday
Robert & Gail Buuck
Robert & Janet Calander
Joe Caldwell
Jean Calhoun
Alex Campbell, Jr
Joe Campion
Bruce & Andrea Candlin 
Mary Canino
Craig & Kim Carlander
Elaine Carlson
Kevin Carpenter & Joyce 

Lyons
Michael Carr
Steven Casperson
Theodore Chien
Nick Chimerakis
Joanne Christensen
Margaret Chutich
Michael Chutich
James & Ruth Claseman
Patti & Chris Clifton
Stephen & Deborah 

Claypool
Gerry Cochran
Steven & Jody Cohen 

Press
Don Combs
Convent of the Visitation 

School
Ronald & Joan Cornwell
Richard & Virgina Craven
David Crosby
Lesley Crosby
James & JoAnn Dale
Jackie & Earl Darst
Daniel & Deborah Day
Edward & Sherry Ann 

Dayton
Ronald & Karlyn Demars
William Dickey & Karen 

Steiner
Terry Diebold
Sarah Dobis
Sara & Jock Donaldson
Reg & Janet Dunlap

Margaret Dunnigan
William Edlefsen
Mark & Sonja Elias
Mary Elifson
Joseph Emond, Jr 
Paul Engh
John & Lynda Enright, Jr
Quentin & Mary Lou 

Erickson
Comie Faber
Maryse Fan
Sally Farnsworth
Tanya Ferguson-Niles
Mike & Heather Fernandez
Thomas & Carol Fischer
Joan & George Fischer 
Mike & Kathy Fleming
Betty Fletcher Mast 
David & Elizabeth Foster 
Nelson & Patricia Frederick 

Rhodus
Tomas & Ellen Fridinger
Beth Friend
Virginia Furman Morse
Edwin & Barbara Gage
Christine Gage 
Deborah Galuk
Colin & Lisa Gardner-

Springer 
Delbert Gerdes
R James & Rene (Teddy) 

Gesell
Susan & Mark Gherity
Beth Gilbertson Betts
Mark & Deborah Ginder
Roy Ginsburg
Fred & Suzanne Gobel 
Harvey & Marianne Gold
David & Rita Goodman
Darlene Gorrill
Nancy Greer
Gayle Groebner
Melissa Gross
Kenneth Gudorf
Kent Gustafson
Thomas & Jennifer 

Halvorson, Jr
Jim & Ellen Hancock 
Calvin & Nancy Hanson
Jerome Hanson
Kim & Tom Harris 
Dan & Molly Hartnett
Kristina Hauschild
Roger Heegard
Paul & Jessica Heiring
Jack & Kate Helms
W. L. Herzog
Wil & Julie Heupel
Dawn Hill
Dan Hill & Karen Bernthal
Britta Hirsch
Robert Hokanson
James & Caroline Holden 
Karen Holicky-Michaels 
Thalia Hooker
John & Colleen Hooley
Mike & Kathy Hopkins
Dena Hotchkiss 

Andrew & Allison 
Humphrey

Gerald & Gloria Huston
Gary Irish
Mary & Jay Jackley
John & Dorothy Jackson
Michael & Linda Jacobs
David & Kirsten Jensen
Carleton & Luann Johnson
Geoff Johnson
Maria & David L. Johnson
Rolf Johnson
Abner Johnston
Tyler Joseph
Heidi & Michael Jung 
Stacy Katsiyiannis
Joanne Kaufman
Roger Kemp
Ruth Kildow 
Viki  Kimsal
King & Companies - 

Sandra Schlaefer
Sue Kirchhoff
Theodora Koeppen
Laurie & Michael Kozlak
Larry Kroshus
Norbert & Elissa 

Kuchenmeister 
Ashoga Kumar
Kathleen & David Kuntz
William Kuross
Sharon & Timothy Kurtt 
Laura & Mark Kurtz
Dan & Sheila Labore
Kristin Lambrecht
Roberta & Dean 

Langenfeld
Jason Lardy 
Ilse Larsen
Brenda Latvala Pfahnl
Dean Laurance 
Anne Laux
Claudia Lawrence
Roger & Donna Leak
Vennor Leggett
John & Sarah Lindahl
Grant Logan
Lomauro Family
Sherry Lund
Te-Hsin Lung
Rosemarie Lunka
Cheryl  MacDonald
Stephen & Brenda 

Mahannah
Seymour & Susan 

Mansfield
Michael & Patti Marinovich
Siri & Bob Marshall 
Kay & Keith Martin
Jane & Marc Matsoff
Mickey Maule & Patty Silva
Stacy K. S. McAnelly
John McBroom
HJ & KA  McConkey
Michael & Mary McDowell
Michael & Kate McGoldrick
Mary Ann McGuire
Nicole McMahon 
Marilyn McNamee 
Nicole & Eric McNulty
Todd Meltzer
Kelly & Peter Merriman
Sheila Merzer
Violet Meyer

Clint Midkiff 
Bruce Mikkelson
Dave & Lori Millard
Chip & Laura Miller
Patrick & Patricia Minton
Lee Mitau & Karin 

Birkeland
Cindy & Brad Moe
Danielle Moran
Brooke Mordy
Jesse Morgan
Kelly Morrison
Johanna Muench
Thomas & Sharon Mulhere
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Mullin, Jr
Maribeth & Richard Murphy
Kevin Murphy & Colleen 

Fitzpatrick
John & Renee Nagel
Joseph & JoAnn Nathan
Wendy Nelson 
Karen Nelson
C. David Nelson
Michael Nelson
Tim & Nancy Nelson
Carl Newberg
Kim Nguyen & Mark 

Simpson
Mark & Sandra Niblick
Rita Nickell
Richard Niemiec
Ahto & Linda Niemioja
Cory & Molly Nokleby
Bryan & Sheila Northrop
Robert & Jane Joyce 

Oberrender
Gordon Olsen
Ryan Olson
Kelly & Brian O’Neill
Peter & Mildred Onstad
Jim & Lynne O’Reilly
Patrica & Wallace Orfield 
Jeffrey & Julie Orseid
Chris & Alessandra Orthey 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Bartley 

Osborn
Michael Ouyang
Judith Overstreet
Jann Ozzello Wilcox & 

John Wilcox
Devan & Suchita 

Padmanabhan
Michael Paparella
Eleanor Peden 
Beth Pederson 
Tony & Elaine Peet
Deniz Perese & Larkin 

McPhee
Mary Perlich
Brent & Vicky Peterson-

Hilleque
Whitney & Nancy Peyton
Jerry & Gloria Pope
David & Judith Porter
Wilfried & Margarete 

Prawdzik
Will & Karen Prest
Nancy Priedeman
George Punnoose
Kevin, Ann Quiring & 

Family
Laurie Rahr
Lakeesha Ransom
Joette Rasmussen

Marna Reed
Hal & Kate Reed
Douglas & Penny Reeves
Wayne & Ann Rice
Andrew Rich
Julie Richmond
Spike & Michelle Rickertt
Mark & Anita Ridge 
Paul Roach
Linda Rogers 
Mary Rogers
Allan Rosenwald & Mary 

Grau
Virginia Ross
Dorothy Rossing
Sharon Roth
Kyle & Pamela Rulau
Denise & Larry Rutkowski
Stacey Sagedahl
Lynn Samson
Dean Sanberg 
Jeff & Karen Sandefur
Clarence Schaber 
Darrell Schmidt & Julie 

Mall
James & Christine 

Schneider
Dennis & Pamela Schulstad
JoAnne Schultz
Pia & Jeffrey Schutt
Tim Seedenfeld
Ed & Rose Shanks 
George Shubio
Edward Silberman
William Sjoholm & BJ Kuhn
Rodney Smith
William Soshnik
Megan & Jack Sparks 
David Spoor
John Stafford
Bill & Lynn Stokke
Michael Storbakken
Linda Stratton
Beverly Stritz
Gretchen Strobel
Herman & Nel Swanson
Shelly Swanson
Daniel & Joyce Swedberg
Polly & Deborah Talen
Richard Taylor 
Robert Tengdin
Gaurav & Freya Thamman
Ann Thompson
Nancy Thomson
Tyler & Amy Thomson
Alice Tillemans
Michael Tillemans
Dick & Patricia Timmer
Mary Tomes & Gary 

Yanagita
Timothy Luce Traff 
Wm & Margaret Traiser
Khai & Lequyen Tran
Sandy & Evelyn Tucker
USTA Northern Section
Amy Ussatis
Christopher & Lori Van 

Holmes
Adam Wahlberg
Maxine Wallin 
Frank & Alice Walz
David Warner 
Barbara Webb
John & Michele Weddle, Jr

Wednesday Winter Drillers
Jeanette & Leo Wehkamp
David & Lisa Weigman
Richard & Laine Weinberg
Carl Weiser
Ronald Werner
Steven White & Carole 

Froehle White
David Whitman 
Wheelock Whitney
Gregory Wicklund
Alan & Constance Wilensky 
Evan Williams
Tony & Diane Willams
Sheri & Ken Williams
Robert D. Wise Insurance
Col. Nat & Harriet Wisser
David & Mary Woodward
F. Peter Worthington
Melissa Worthington

In Memorial
Robert Morgan
William Priedeman
Reed Family
Pat Schoewe
Patrick Tillemans
Maryl L. Werner

In Honor 
Kristi & John Brennan
Caroline Gagne
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Kozlak
Colleen & Paul Weaverling
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Williamson
Genevieve Yandel



officers

Bob Oberrender, Chairman
VP & Treasurer, 
UnitedHealth Group

Skip Gage, Chair Emeritus
Chairman and CEO,
Gage Group

David Weigman, Secretary
Attorney,
Messerli and Kramer P.A.

Steve Grundahl, Treasurer
Retired, Wells Fargo

executive officers

Roger Boyer, Exec. Director
CEO, Reed-Sweatt Family 
Tennis Center

Sharon Kurtt,
Assoc. Exec. Director

lifetime board 
member

Richard Lindstrom, MD
Founder,
Minnesota Eye Consultants

Innercity tennis 
Board Members

Peter Benson
President, Search Institute

Nick Bollettieri
Founder,
Bollettieri Tennis Academy

Elaine Carlson
Retired, Teacher

William Connell
Retired, State Farm Insurance

Nathan Eklund
Education Liasion,
Search Institute

Colleen Hooley
Retired, Teacher

Bruce Jackson, PhD
Director,
C. Charles Jackson Foundation

Linda Jacobs
Sales Representative

Geoff Johnson
Director, Household Marketing
General Mills

Pamela Kearney
Training Consultant,
Parallel Consulting

Laurie Kozlak, RN
USPTA Professional

Matt Little
Retired, President 
NAACP Minneapolis

Eric McNulty
President, Gage Group

Joseph Nathan, EdD 
Director,
Center for School Change
Macalester College

Wendy M. Nelson
Executive VP 
Radisson Brand Strategy, 
Carlson Hotels Worldwide

Todd Otis
President, Ready 4 K

Lakeesha Ransom
Adjunct Faculty,
University of Minnesota

Robert Sloan
Retired,
V.A. Hospital - Minneapolis

Tony Stingley
Director,
Training & Development
USTA Northern Section

Wheelock Whitney
Chairman,
Whitney Management Company

Keith Wyche
President, Cub Foods

Reed-sweatt family 
tennis center Board 
members

Brad Baumann
Vice President, Technology
Gage Group

Ellen Doll
Executive Director,
Support the Courts

Skip Gage
Chairman and CEO,
Gage Marketing Group LLC

Steve Grundahl
Retired, Wells Fargo

Jann Ozzello Wilcox
Senior Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer
Marquette Financial Services

Staff

Nancy Akpan
Program Delivery Specialist

Chris Babekuhl
Program Delivery Specialist

Dilcia Pederson
Executive Assistant Director

Brady Schmidt
Communications Director

Paul Vang
Program Delivery Specialist

Jose Williamson
Kidspeed Northside Director
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board of directors and staff list

Red Light, Green Light

In this game, kids stop and go on command from the instructors, 
trying to keep the ball balanced on the racquet while trying to move 
as fast as they can. These kids are pictured at Emerson / Jefferson 
School - a new summer outreach partner in downtown Minneapolis.


